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Good morning 



Good morning 



What is a “work of art”? 
 
 



How do we experience a “work of art”? 
 

What baggage do we need 
to understand a “work of art”? 

 
 
 



Who is Beethoven? 
 



No not the dog… or the film! 



Ludwig van Beethoven 
German composer of the Classical and Romantic Eras 

1770 - 1827 

 



This is Beethoven’s 5th Symphony 



This is also 
Beethoven’s 

5th Symphony 



Even this is Beethoven’s 5th Symphony 



So is this 

Beethoven’s 5th Symphony 
William Anastasi 



And this 

Binary Interpretation of 
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony 

3M Advertising 



Artistic activity is understood as 
Experience in Context 



A look at man’s earliest artistic activity 
Cave Paintings 



the cave paintings 
of Lascaux 
(14,000 BC) 

the first examples of 
visual communication 



So did cave paintings serve a specific purpose?  



Cave Paintings 
 

Resulted from their creator's understanding 
of the animal forms 

 



Cave Paintings 
 

Resulted from their creator's understanding 
of the animal forms 

 
Had a magical purpose for the tribal societies 

that created them 
 
 



Cave Paintings 
 

Resulted from their creator's understanding 
of the animal forms 

 
Had a magical purpose for the tribal societies 

that created them 
 

The hunter-tribes performed magic rituals 
using these images as sacred icons which 

augured for a bountiful hunt 



Can you recognise this Icon? 
 



Who is this Icon? 
 
As the family’s provider, _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ works at the Springfield Nuclear Power 
Plant. He is married to Marge and have three 
children: 



Who is this Icon? (just in case you have not guessed) 

 
As the family’s provider, _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ works at the Springfield Nuclear Power 
Plant. He is married to Marge and have three 
children: Bart, Lisa and Maggie. 
 



Homer Simpson 

Homer embodies the 
American working class 
stereotype: he is crude, 
overweight, incompetent, 
clumsy, lazy and ignorant, 
however he is a decent man 
and fiercely devoted to his 
family. Despite the suburban 
blue-collar routine of his life, 
he has a number of 
remarkable experiences. 
 



Who is this Icon? 



Who is this Icon? 



Who is this Icon? 

Albrecht Dürer (self portrait – 1500) 
German painter, engraver, mathematician 

and theorist from Nuremberg. 
1471 - 1528 



Icon 
 

A person or thing regarded as a 
representative symbol of something 

 
 

Iconography 
 

The illustration of a subject by drawing or 
figures 

 
The use or studies of images or symbols in 

visual art 



Image and Icon 



Image and Icon 



Image and Icon 

Salvador Dali’  Self Portrait as Mona Lisa (1954) 



Image and Icon 

David Teixidor Buenaventura  Giaconda 2001 (digital image) 



Image and Icon 

David Teixidor Buenaventura  Giaconda 2001 (digital image) 



Image and Icon 



Image and Icon 

David Teixidor Buenaventura  Giaconda 2001 (digital image) 



Image and Icon 

Lego interpretation 



Image and Icon 

Pantene Time Renewal 



Image and Icon 

Jelly packaging 



Image and Icon 



Milton Glaser 











handwriting as iconography 
 

a response to the iconography of 
handwriting, and the intimacy of the 

written word 



the case of 
paris hilton’s 

handwriting 





http://dandileia.com/dandileia/2007/07/10/inspired-by-paris-hilton/ 



http://dandileia.com/dandileia/about 



So how can we know and appreciate 
our culture  

if we are visually illiterate?  
 
 
 
 

70 Million by Hold Your Horses !  
MUSIC VIDEO 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erbd9cZpxps 
 



The Last Supper – Leonardo da Vinci 
The Scream – Eduard Munch  

Self Portrait with Bandaged ear – Vincent van Gogh  
Marilyns – Andy Warhol  

Gabrielle d’Estrees et sa soeur – school of Fontainbleau  
Madonna and Child with Angels – Cimabue  

The Beheading of St John the Baptist – Caravaggio  
Olympia – Eduard Manet  

Liberty Leading the People – Eugene Delacroix  
Sylvia van Harden – Otto Dix  

The Kiss – Gustav Klimt  
La Mariee – Marc Chagall  

Las Meninas – Diego de Silva y Velazquez  
Sunflowers – Vincent van Gogh 
The Birth of Venus – Botticelli 

Self Portrait – Frida Kahlo  
The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp – Rembrandt 

The girl with a pearl earring – Vermeer 
The Death of Marat – Jacque-Louis David 

 



On good graphic design 





? 

WHAT IS  
GRAPHIC DESIGN? 



GRAPHIC 
DESIGN 

•  The art of communication

•  To inform, to educate, to persuade, 
to influence 



GRAPHIC 
DESIGNERS 

They conceive, plan and execute designs 
that communicate a specific message  
to a specific audience.*

*within specific limitations  
e.g. financial, physical, psychological





DESIGN IS … 
 
 



DESIGN IS ALL  
ABOUT FINDING  
A BALANCE 



Form  Function 









Expression Clarity 















BUT THE  
BIGGEST BALANCE 
IS BETWEEN 



Verbal Visual 



Words Pictures 



Text Image 



Ideas & Inspiration 



Visual Documentation 



THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT CREATIVITY 
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT HUMAN RESOURCE 
OF ALL. WITHOUT CREATIVITY, THERE WOULD 
BE NO PROGRESS AND WE WOULD BE 
FOREVER REPEATING THE SAME PATTERNS. 

EDWARD DE BONO  |  LATERAL THINKING (1967) 



PRODUCTION 
OF A STUDENT 
PUBLICATION 























































? ! 

RESEARCH DESIGN 



DISCOVER       
DEFINE 

DEVELOP       
DELIVER 

RESEARCH DESIGN 





•  Corporate Design 





•  Corporate Design 
•  Editorial Design 





•  Corporate Design 
•  Editorial Design 
•  Packaging 





•  Corporate Design 
•  Editorial Design 
•  Packaging 
•  Advertising 





What is an illustration? 

Communications: An Overview 



What is an illustration? 

Norman Rockwell 



What is an illustration? 

Quentin Blake 



What is an illustration? 

Lina Ekstrand 



What is an illustration? 

Bill Watterson 



What is an illustration? 

Craig Frazier 



What is an illustration? 

Richard Borge 



What is an illustration? 

Gustav Dorè 



What is an illustration? 

David Ho 



What is an illustration? 

Maurice Sendak 



What is an illustration? 

Winsor McCay 



What is an illustration? 

Milton Glaser 



On Illustration 



Hone your visual skills:   
 

“Test Your Awareness”,  
a PSA from the Transport for London’s 

campaign for cycling safety, turns the fact that 
we can all miss seeing the obvious 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ahg6qcgoay4 





ANY 
QUESTIONS? 



THANK 
YOU. 




