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Disserta?on	
  Commi[ee	
  2011	
  

• Overall	
  administra?ve	
  responsibility	
  for	
  
the	
  disserta?on	
  process	
  
•  Informal	
  advice	
  from	
  any	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  
disserta?on	
  commi[ee	
  
• Formal	
  communica?ons	
  (e.g.,	
  
applica?ons	
  for	
  changes	
  to	
  approved	
  
proposals,	
  complaints,	
  no?fica?on	
  of	
  
medical	
  condi?ons,	
  etc.)	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  made	
  
in	
  wri&ng	
  to	
  the	
  chair	
  of	
  the	
  disserta?on	
  
commi[ee.	
  



Resources	
  

• Materials	
  required	
  for	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  are	
  
available	
  at	
  the	
  UoM	
  VLE	
  site:	
  

• Materials	
  available	
  include:	
  	
  

– MaKS	
  Disserta?on	
  Handbook	
  

– List	
  of	
  MaKS	
  Staff	
  research	
  interests	
  

– Key	
  dates	
  
– Useful	
  forms	
  

•  Submission	
  of	
  proposal	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  through	
  
this	
  VLE	
  site.	
  



Resources	
  

•  To	
  access	
  materials	
  go	
  to:	
  
– Virtual	
  Learning	
  Environment	
  

– Login	
  using	
  your	
  usual	
  UoM	
  login	
  &	
  
password.	
  
– Select	
  CST4891	
  2010/11	
  -­‐	
  Disserta?on	
  

• Website	
  also	
  includes	
  two	
  forums:	
  

– News	
  
– General	
  



What	
  is	
  the	
  Final	
  Year	
  Disserta?on?	
  

The	
  disserta?on	
  allows	
  you	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  your	
  
acquired	
  skills	
  in	
  studying	
  a	
  substan?ve	
  topic	
  in	
  
the	
  area	
  of	
  Communica?ons,	
  by	
  	
  

•  producing	
  research	
  through	
  the	
  applica?on	
  of	
  an	
  
appropriate	
  research	
  method;	
  undertaking	
  data	
  
analysis,	
  and	
  presen?ng	
  your	
  results	
  in	
  wri?ng,	
  or	
  	
  

•  through	
  a	
  prac?cal	
  project	
  such	
  as	
  an	
  original	
  
video	
  (generally	
  between	
  5min	
  and	
  15min	
  in	
  
length),	
  audio,	
  print	
  or	
  new	
  media	
  produc?on,	
  
communica?ons	
  plan	
  or	
  

•  a	
  theore?cal	
  thesis.	
  



Choosing	
  a	
  Topic	
  

•  Think	
  about	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  communica?on	
  that	
  you	
  
are	
  most	
  interested	
  in.	
  Which	
  lectures	
  or	
  courses	
  
most	
  captured	
  your	
  imagina?on?	
  

•  	
  Use	
  the	
  Internet,	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  library	
  and	
  find	
  some	
  
books	
  or	
  look	
  at	
  journal	
  ar?cles	
  which	
  are	
  
broadly	
  relevant	
  to	
  an	
  area	
  you’re	
  interested	
  in.	
  

•  Look	
  at	
  past	
  student	
  disserta?ons.	
  
•  Do	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  interview	
  people,	
  analyse	
  video	
  
data	
  or	
  newspaper	
  reports,	
  produce	
  a	
  video	
  or	
  a	
  
communica?ons	
  plan?	
  



Refining	
  your	
  ini?al	
  ideas	
  

•  Try	
  to	
  formulate	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  specific	
  ques?ons	
  that	
  
you	
  might	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  answer	
  by	
  doing	
  the	
  
research	
  

•  What	
  kind	
  of	
  data	
  would	
  answer	
  the	
  ques?on/s	
  
you	
  propose?	
  

•  Prac?cal	
  projects	
  	
  -­‐	
  print,	
  audio,	
  video	
  and	
  new	
  
media	
  produc?ons	
  dealing	
  with	
  some	
  aspect	
  of	
  
the	
  communica?on	
  process.	
  	
  Or	
  a	
  
communica?ons	
  plan	
  dealing	
  with	
  the	
  various	
  
elements	
  of	
  the	
  communica?ons	
  process.	
  

•  Do	
  not	
  try	
  to	
  be	
  too	
  ambi&ous	
  



Refining	
  your	
  ini?al	
  ideas	
  

•  Think	
  about	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  research	
  or	
  prac?cal	
  
project	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  actually	
  do,	
  and	
  make	
  sure	
  
that	
  it	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  you	
  yourself	
  can	
  feasibly	
  
do	
  in	
  the	
  ?me	
  available.	
  

•  Choose	
  a	
  topic	
  or	
  project	
  that	
  is	
  interes?ng	
  to	
  
you.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

Introduc?on	
  	
  
• What	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  done?	
  	
  

• Why	
  are	
  you	
  doing	
  it?	
  	
  
• Who	
  is	
  likely	
  to	
  be	
  interested	
  in	
  it?	
  	
  
• What	
  exactly	
  is	
  the	
  hypothesis	
  or	
  problem?	
  	
  
• What	
  is	
  the	
  possible	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  research?	
  	
  

• What	
  is	
  the	
  locus	
  and	
  the	
  focus?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

Literature	
  Review	
  	
  

• What	
  have	
  others	
  said,	
  wri[en	
  or	
  researched	
  
about	
  your	
  topic?	
  
• What	
  theories	
  illuminate	
  the	
  topic?	
  
• How	
  does	
  the	
  literature	
  relate	
  to	
  your	
  research	
  
ques?ons?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam,	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

Research	
  Methodology	
  
• How	
  will	
  you	
  approach	
  the	
  empirical	
  work?	
  

• What	
  style	
  and	
  techniques	
  have	
  been	
  chosen?	
  
• Why?	
  
• What	
  samples,	
  tests,	
  observa?ons	
  and	
  
measurements	
  will	
  be	
  needed?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

Data	
  Analysis	
  
• What	
  data	
  have	
  been	
  found?	
  	
  

• What	
  is	
  your	
  interpreta?on	
  of	
  them?	
  	
  
• Do	
  they	
  support	
  or	
  refute	
  a	
  hypothesis?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

Conclusions	
  
• How	
  can	
  you	
  summarise	
  the	
  work?	
  

• Are	
  there	
  any	
  ac?ons	
  or	
  recommenda?ons	
  to	
  
take?	
  
• Was	
  it	
  all	
  successful?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



Understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  a	
  disserta?on	
  

References	
  
• What	
  books,	
  journals,	
  papers	
  and	
  other	
  sources	
  
have	
  been	
  referred	
  to	
  throughout	
  the	
  work?	
  

Notes	
  from	
  Swetnam	
  D.	
  (1995).	
  	
  Wri$ng	
  your	
  Dissera$on	
  (2nd	
  ed).	
  Oxford:	
  How	
  To	
  Books.	
  



The	
  Disserta?on	
  Proposal	
  

•  Disserta?on	
  Proposal	
  Forms	
  due	
  by	
  March	
  23rd	
  
2012	
  

•  Download	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  Proposal	
  
Form	
  from	
  the	
  VLE	
  website,	
  fill	
  it	
  in	
  and	
  upload	
  it	
  
to	
  the	
  website	
  by	
  March	
  23rd.	
  

•  You	
  should	
  consult	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  staff	
  for	
  
guidance	
  and	
  advice	
  before	
  you	
  submit	
  your	
  
disserta?on	
  proposal.	
  Your	
  Disserta?on	
  Proposal	
  
Form	
  will	
  be	
  signed	
  by	
  the	
  person	
  you	
  have	
  
consulted.	
  



The	
  Disserta?on	
  Proposal	
  

The	
  disserta?on	
  proposal	
  form	
  sets	
  out	
  key	
  
aspects	
  of	
  your	
  work:	
  

•  	
  Area	
  of	
  Interest	
  (Keywords)	
  
•  Background	
  &	
  Jus?fica?on	
  
•  Your	
  research	
  ques?on(s)/hypothesis(es)	
  
•  A	
  short	
  statement	
  of	
  methodology	
  

•  Relevant	
  literature	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  consulted	
  up	
  to	
  
the	
  moment	
  of	
  the	
  proposal.	
  



Proposal	
  Evalua?on	
  Procedure	
  	
  
&	
  Alloca?on	
  of	
  Supervisors	
  

•  The	
  disserta?on	
  commi[ee	
  will	
  evaluate	
  your	
  
proposal	
  and	
  allocate	
  a	
  supervisor.	
  You	
  will	
  be	
  
advised	
  (via	
  your	
  University	
  of	
  Malta	
  email)	
  of	
  
the	
  outcome	
  of	
  this	
  evalua?on	
  by	
  April	
  12th	
  2012.	
  

•  Disserta?on	
  supervisors	
  will	
  be	
  allocated,	
  to	
  the	
  
best	
  of	
  our	
  ability,	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  your	
  
disserta?on	
  topic	
  and	
  methodology.	
  	
  

•  You	
  should	
  try	
  to	
  set	
  up	
  one	
  supervision	
  session	
  
before	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  your	
  third	
  year.	
  



Typical	
  Outcomes	
  of	
  Proposal	
  Evalua?on	
  
&	
  Ac?on	
  Required	
  



Your	
  supervisor	
  

•  A	
  member	
  of	
  staff	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  allocated	
  to	
  
help	
  guide	
  you	
  through	
  the	
  various	
  stages	
  of	
  your	
  
disserta?on.	
  	
  

•  Your	
  first	
  point	
  of	
  contact	
  for	
  all	
  ma[ers	
  rela?ng	
  
to	
  your	
  disserta?on.	
  

•  No	
  hard	
  &	
  fast	
  rule,	
  but	
  you	
  usually	
  would	
  meet	
  
your	
  supervisor	
  roughly	
  every	
  fortnight	
  in	
  your	
  
4th	
  year	
  but	
  usually	
  more	
  contact	
  at	
  the	
  start	
  of	
  
the	
  year.	
  



Your	
  supervisor	
  

•  Best	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  a	
  supervision	
  session	
  with	
  some	
  
specific	
  issues	
  to	
  discuss.	
  

•  Supervisors	
  are	
  charged	
  to	
  read	
  no	
  more	
  than	
  
one	
  dran	
  of	
  each	
  chapter	
  in	
  the	
  disserta?on.	
  

•  It	
  is	
  YOUR	
  responsibility	
  to	
  contact	
  your	
  
supervisor	
  to	
  set	
  up	
  mee?ngs	
  &	
  discuss	
  your	
  
progress	
  



Ethical	
  &	
  Safety	
  Considera?ons	
  

•  University	
  of	
  Malta	
  research	
  ethics	
  guidelines	
  
•  If	
  you	
  intend	
  to	
  use	
  other	
  people	
  in	
  your	
  research	
  

you	
  will	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  submit	
  an	
  ‘Ethics	
  ’	
  form	
  for	
  
approval	
  

•  Your	
  ‘Ethics’	
  form	
  must	
  be	
  approved	
  before	
  you	
  can	
  
undertake	
  any	
  data	
  collec&on.	
  	
  	
  

•  Consent	
  &	
  Talent	
  Release	
  forms	
  

•  You	
  must	
  not	
  harm	
  your	
  research	
  subjects	
  
•  You	
  must	
  not	
  put	
  yourself	
  at	
  risk	
  while	
  collec?ng	
  data	
  

•  You	
  must	
  act	
  with	
  academic	
  integrity	
  
– Plagiarism	
  



Other	
  Issues	
  

•  Stages	
  to	
  Comple?ng	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  

•  Doing	
  the	
  Research/Prac?cal	
  Project	
  
•  Wri?ng	
  up	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  
•  Submipng	
  son-­‐bound	
  copies	
  of	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Friday	
  March	
  22nd	
  2013	
  

•  The	
  Marking	
  Process	
  
•  Guidelines	
  for	
  Assessments	
  of	
  Disserta?ons	
  

•  Submipng	
  hard-­‐bound	
  copies	
  of	
  the	
  Disserta?on	
  



You	
  should	
  start…	
  

…	
  NOW!	
  






