
A Short Reflection on Values and Educational Research 
 
 

Abstract 
 
 

Value free research is a highly controversial and subjective proposition. Aspects 
including epistemological, ontological, and political issues make it very difficult to 
achieve neutral based research. 
 
Issues that cause educational research to be rated as inferior and second best include the 
fact that besides being criticized as being non cumulative, it is unrealistic and distant 
from practice.  
 
Educational researchers are also shackled by the dogma of unattainable ideality of 
neutrality and non-partisanship. In the attempt to imitate and fit in the deterministic and 
empirical ways of the natural sciences they disregard the uniqueness of their research.  
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